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living to win the esteem and to sing the praises of Muhammed
III, the fourth Sultan whom he saw upon the throne of
C0sman.

Baqi eventually attained a high position in the ranks of
the culema; he was successively Cadi of Mekka, Cadi of
Constantinople, Anatolian Qadicasker, and (in 1006) Rumelian
Qadicasker. In the following year he resigned, being upwards
of seventy years of age.

Baqi died on the 23^ of Ramazan, 1008 (April 7, 1600);
and on the following day the funeral service was performed
in the presence of an immense assembly in the Mosque of
Muhammed the Conqueror, where the poet's father had been
mu'ezzin long before. Sunc-ullah Efendi, the Sheykh-ul-Islam,
who conducted the service, quoted in his address this couplet
from one of the dead poet's most beautiful ghazels :

Friends shall know thy worth, 0 Bdqi, when thou liest on the bier,
And with folded hands they range them o'er against thee, rank on rank. l

Outside the Adrianople Gate, on the road to Eyyub, was
Baqi buried ; and there his tomb still remains, a sacred spot
to all who care for Turkish poetry. a

Qinali-zade relates a charming little story of Baqi's debut
as a writer, which professes to come from the poet himself.
Old Zati, as we have seen, was recognised as master by the
young would-be poets of those days; so naturally enough
the youthful Baqi took to him one of his ghazels, eager to
see what advice or encouragement the great man would
vouchsafe. The wonderful maturity of the poem presented
to him amazed the critic, and when he looked on the lad

'2 By  a  strange  piece of caielessness the date of Bdqi's death is iusciibed
erroneously on his tombstone,